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                                     FOR THE INTERIM TIME 

When near the end of day, life has drained out of light, and it is too soon for the 

mind of night to have darkened things, no place looks like itself, loss of outline 

makes everything look strangely in-between, unsure of what has been or what might 

come.  

In this wan light, even trees seem groundless. In a while it will be night, but nothing 

here seems to believe the relief of dark.  

You are in this time of the interim where everything seems withheld.  

The path you took to get here has washed out; the way forward is still concealed 

from you.   

The old is not old enough to have died away; the new is still too young to be born. 

You cannot lay claim to anything; in this place of dusk, your eyes are blurred; and 

there is no mirror.  

Everyone else has lost sight of your heart and you can see nowhere to put your trust; 

you know you have to make your own way through. 

As far as you can, hold your confidence. Do not allow your confusion to squander 

this call which is loosening your roots in false ground, that you may become free 

from all you have outgrown. 

What is being transfigured here is your mind, and it is difficult and slow to become 

new. The more faithfully you can endure here, the more refined your heart will be-

come for your arrival in the new dawn. 

        ~ John OõDonohue 

 

May you find your place in this interim time, with blessings for the new year,                             

~ Lynda 

 

Meanwhile ...  
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Moderator ~  Lynda Hyland Burris, Interim pastor 

Clerk of Session  Paula Jones 

Community Life  Michael Burkett                      
   

Mission & Outreach  Kathryn Tiberend   

Stewardship & Finance Cal Groeneweg              
  Barbara Pahre 

Life Long Learning Diana Greenwood  

Personnel Barbara Pahre 

Property/Bldg. Use Josie Jenkins 
 Bev Penry 

Worship Bill Lockhart  

Covenant Presbyterian Church:                                                
A Welcoming Community 

Covenant Presbyterian Church is  
a fully welcoming church, 

which invites all to life and leadership 
regardless of age, race, gender, 

sexual orientation or any other worldly condition. 
We pray, as those who follow Christ,  

for the capacity to envision life as it could be 
and, with the help of our loving God, 

to unite ourselves across our differences  
and to treat all with respect, dignity, love, 

compassion, understanding 
and justice. 

 JANUARY Calendar                                        
Worship each Sunday: 10:30 am. 

1-1 10:30 am  Worship                                
 Communion Sunday 

1-2 NO Tai Chi today 

1-3 10 am Bible Study Parlor 

1-4 Tai Chi resumes Hall 

1-5 7 pm Deacons Parlor 

1-6 7 pm N.A. meeting Parlor 

 

1-8 10:30 am Worship                                     
 Baptism of the Lord 

1-9 10 am Bible Study Parlor     
Noon:  Lunch Bunch TBA 

1-12 9 am Mission Com. Parlor                  
 7 pm Stwshp/Finance Parlor 

1-13 7 pm N.A. meeting Parlor 

1-15 10 am Worship                                       
 Birthdays & Anniversaries 

1-16  MLK, Jr. Holiday    Office Closed                
 7 pm Community Life Parlor 

1-17 10 am Bible Study Parlor 

1-18  6 pm Goal Posters   Hall 

1-20 7 pm N.A. meeting Parlor 

 

1-22 10:30 am  Worship                                

 3-5  Y.O.P.D. Parlor 

1-23 No book group in Jan. 

1-24 10 am Bible Study Parlor  

1-26 7 pm Session   Parlor 

1-27 7 pm N.A. meeting Parlor 

 

1-29 10:30am Worship 

1-31 10 am Bible Study Parlor 

      On-Going Exercise Class:                                                

Tai Chi:   9:45 &, 1 pm, Mon & Weds   
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 The Nominating Committee  

by Bill Lockhart 
 
 We anticipate that the Rev. Lynda Burris will 
convene the Nominating Committee early in this new 
year, giving us instruction about our work and calling us 
to prayer about it.   The Nominating Committee invites 
you, the congregation,  to join us in prayer that the next 
elders and deacons may be identified and join Session 
and/or Deacons in their work.    
 You will be hearing more about the gifts and skill 
sets  that are especially beneficial to the office of deacon 
or elder.  On the job training is guaranteed.  This very 
brief picture,  lightly phrased, may give you an idea of 
what elders or deacons are called to do ~  does it sound 
like something YOU might be interested in? 
 No experience required;  there is no pay, but the 
benefits are awesome!  Elders meet monthly to review 
the spiritual health and current mission and ministries of 
CPC.  In addition, each elder shares duties in an area 
that ófitsô them,  providing  leadership  to  one  Commis-
sion:  Worship, Lifelong Learning, Property, Community 
Life, Stewardship/Finance or Mission.  Deacons provide 
care and support to every CPC family through a circle of 
love and support (Care Groups) and are able to help with 
some other special needs. 
 So,  begin to be in prayerðfor the committee 
and for Godôs revelation to youð and if you feel called or 
want to suggest someone else,  the committee will be 
offering ways to submit names to them 
when they begin their work. 

 

 

  

  

 
Worship Commission 

 
 

Our thanks to all folks who assisted in ôdressingô  
our beautiful sanctuary for Advent.    The CPC 
community stepped-up to create liturgical art for 
the theme ñJourney to Bethlehem.ò It was a com-
manding scene of silhouettes,  on the walls and 
on our bulletins.  
 
Have you ever wanted to be a Sound Tech for 
a day?  Thatôs the person behind the glass,  
just beyond the last row of pews in the sanc-
tuary, helping make every worship experi-
ence equally memorable to all ~ especially 
those of us with impaired hearing!   Talk to 
Bill Lockhart;  we are looking for óregularly 
scheduledô technicians and those willing to 
be substitutes. 
 
Have you noticed?  Our Choir is ñfull upò!!   
What a beautiful earful we enjoyed on De-
cember 18th as the choir presented the annu-
al Advent Cantata. 
 
Rev. Lynda Hyland Burris led the annual 
Blue Christmas service,  a blessing to those 
who are heavy-hearted with loss in the midst 
of the holiday season.    Our thanks to CPC 
lay leaders who volunteered to lead the 
Christmas Eve Service. (Bill Lockhart, Pam 
Kindig, Diana Greenwood; the choir and Ted 
Lassagne, organist).  Rev. Don MacInnes led 
the Christmas morning worship service.    In 
this time of change at CPC, we are excited to 
explore new possibilities in worshiping God 
together. 

 
 

        Bill Lockhart, Worship Chair 
 

A Simmering Idea 

During a lesson on I Kings 18, a Sunday school teacher explained the confrontation between the 

prophet Elijah and the false prophets of Baal.  The teacher described how Elijah  built the alter, 

placed wood on it, prepared the bull, laid it on the alter and then instructed                                                 

the people to pour water over the alter.   ñNow,ò  the teacher asked, ñcan anyone tell me why they 

poured water over the animal?ò 

A little girl eagerly raised her hand and responded,  ñTo make the gravy!ò 

The Newsletter Newsletter 
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                         A MESSAGE from the CO-MODERATORS of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 

To Our Presbyterian Church (USA) family in Christ, 

 As we enter the season of Advent, there are those among us who continue to celebrate the 

recent election and others among us who continue to experience deep concern.  We Presbyterians 
are a politically diverse denomination and we have our differences.  But we come together in these 

days remembering that we worship a God who knows what itôs like to be betrayed and unjustly ac-

cused. 

 Please know that, as your Co-Moderators, we are praying for you and we are asking you 

toðultimatelyðuse whatever you are feeling after this election for good.  We are a denomination 

that has long supported the leadership of women, immigrants, the disabled, and our interfaith part-

ners.  We are committed to working against racism.  We adhere to Jesusô commandments to care 

for the marginalized and broken. 

 This is our time to rally for the sake of the Gospel.  What we mean is thatðwhatever your 

political allegiancesðwe are asking you to reaffirm your allegiance to the message of Jesus Christ 

who commanded us to love our neighbors as ourselves and to care for ñthe least of these.ò  Our 

neighbors include refugees, undocumented workers, and the poor.  Our neighbors include LGBTQ 

friends.  Our neighbors include the unemployed and the underemployed.  Our neighbors include 

victims of torture and brutality. 

 This is a holy opportunity to be the people we were created to be.  Some of us need more 

time to grieve and some are ready now to step up and make an impact for good.  And all of us are 

called to live in a way that brings honor to our Creator.  We pray thatðas we prepare for the com-

ing of the Prince of Peaceðwe would be agents of peace in the likeness of Jesus. 

Yours in Christôs service,                                                                                                       

Rev. Denise Anderson and  Rev. Jan Edmiston                                                                                                               
Co-moderators of the 222nd General Assembly (2016) 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Giving Thanks at Christmas é 
                   For: 

 Our CPC Family From the Barron Family 

                   Smudge From Sally Burnham 

 Cal & Kim Groeneweg and 
 Tim & Johnna Cooledge From Ryan & Jenna Cooledge 
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   м-м      {ŀƭƭȅ .ǳǊƴƘŀƳ 

 м-с      !ƴƴ aŀǊǘƘŀ {ƳƛǘƘ 

 м-т      wƻōƛƴ [ƻŎƪƘŀǊǘ 

 м-мн /ƘǊƛǎ .ŀǊǊƻƴ 

 м-мт aŀǊȅ .ŀǊǊƻƴ 

 м-нл /ŀƭ DǊƻŜƴŜǿŜƎ 

 м-нт bƛƴŀ {ƘŜƎƻƭŜũ 

 м-ол [ǳ .ŜƘƴƪŜ  

 м-ом 5ƻƴ ²ƛƴŜƎŀǊ 

  

   

          1-11   Marianna & Ken Merritt 

 

 

 
 2017 OFFERING                         

ENVELOPES 

Offering Envelopes have 
been available                                    
in the Narthex                                 
for a few weeks.   

After January 1, 2017,  ask 

for your envelopes                            

in the church office or look 

for them in the Hall                          

on Sunday mornings. 

A Note from Your                                        
Stewardship/Finance Commission 

                                 by Cal Groeneweg 

 

 The Stewardship/Finance Commission of 

Covenant Presbyterian Church and the Session 

have revised the 2016-2017 budget to reflect 

the retirement of pastor Deana J. Reed and 

adding to the budget the salary for an  interim 

pastor. 

 The current budget also reflects an increase 

in rent from Sunrise Montessori, which will as-

sist with meeting our budgeted goals.   Based 

on these  factors, we were able to adjust our 

Closing the Gap amount to $3,000. 

 We continue to have many reasons to cele-

brate.  Our ñPriority Projectsò at Covenant have 

been completed and the extra-giving drive for 

these projects  ended on December 31, 2016.  

Some individuals have asked,  ñMay we contin-

ue to send our Priority Project gift and designate 

it should now go toward  Closing the Gap?ò  

The answer is: YES. 

 If you have any questions, please feel free 

to contact any member of the Commission: 

 Cal Groeneweg 

 Barbara Pahre 

 Pam Kindig 

 Rollin Wilkinson 

 Isaac Baron 

 

Thank you 
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  GOAL  P OSTE R        

 PARTY ȦȦ 

Wednesday, January 18 

6:00 p.m. ï Covenant Hall 

 

Life Long Learning invites ñkidsò                                       

of all ages to join us for a family-style                              

Kick-Off for the New Year. 

Weôll be making posters to remind us of                     

what we want in our lives for 2017. 

Nick and Peg Cann will provide                           

poster board and glue é             

You are asked to bring                                                         

old magazines                                                                 

to share as we hunt for images                                

and words for our posters. 

Bring finger-foods to share and weôll                    

make a party of it!  

 Everyone is welcome!                                         
Come and join us for a great evening. 
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            Stay Connected! 

Cindy Clark has a new e-mail address; 
please add it to your new directory! 

traceitcdc@gmail.com 

 

 

Steve & Holly Miller                                          
13015 Collingwood Terrace                                      
Silver Spring, MD  20904 

 

 

Correction for your new directory:                             

Eleanor Bolinõs telephone number:                           

650-695-4243 

 

A Note from Marlene: 

 Twenty-one Carolers came to my home 

on a clear, crisp winterõs day to sing the carols 

we all enjoy at this season.   I was filled with 

joy.  I am so thankful for the all the love that is 

showered upon me from my CPC family. 

 May peace and joy be yours during this 

holiday.  Health for 2017!  Love, 

                   Marlene  Zimmerman 
New Mercies 

Everyone seems to have at least one                    

resolution that seems impossible to keep. 

The prophet Jerimiah, who had reasons of 

his own to feel down, wrote: 

ñThe steadfast love of the Lord never                 

ceases;  his mercy never come to an 

end.ò  (Lamentations 3:22) 

God refuses to give up on us! Tomorrow is 

full of promise and our Lordôs                            

unceasing  love. 

The Newsletter Newsletter 

 

New Yearôs Prayer 

For this dayôs sins, O God, grant us mercy:  

for sloth that wasted the hours or haste 

that outran its benedictions; for fear that 

frustrated bold hopes or dullness that took 

everything for granted; for anger that burst 

forth destructively  or indifference that 

smothered the soul; for suspicion wrongly 

held or for trust cheaply betrayed; for inde-

cision that avoided the evil or for                       

compromise that disguised it. 

Amen. 
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Deacons Doinôs 

 

 The Deacons thank all of you for your 

contributions to the Gift Tree during the Advent 

Season!   Together your gifts totaled $1055 

value through a cash donation and a variety of 

thoughtful and useful Gift Cards.  These were 

taken to C.O.P.E.  on December 22nd, to be 

distributed to families  who will be so pleased 

to have a little extra help at Christmas time. 

 

 

 Thank you Kim Douma and Claudia Tie-

bout for organizing, supervising and doing the 

follow-up for this Christmas Special!PLUS,  a 

little bird told the church office that Claudia is 

the donor of a new tree for the deacons to use 

this year, and many years to come.  Thanks, 

Claudia;  it looks great! 

 

The Wise May Bring                                      
Their Learning é 

 

The wise may bring their learning, the 

 rich may bring their wealth, 

And some may bring their greatness, and 

 some bring strength and health; 

We, too, would bring our treasures to             

 offer  to the King; 

We have no wealth or learning; what                   

 shall we children bring? 

Weôll bring him hearts that love him; 

 weôll bring him thankful praise; 

And young souls meekly striving to walk        

 in holy ways; 

And these shall be the treasures we              

offer to the King, 

And these are gifts that even the    

 poorest child may bring. 

Weôll bring the little duties we have to   

 do each day; 

Weôll try our best to please him, at 

 home, at school, at play, 

And better are these treasures to                                          

offer to Our King; 

Than richest gifts without themðyet 

 these a child may bring. 

                                  -Anonymous 

           from The Newsletter Newsletter 

 

Teacher Resource Center North Bay 

TRCNB invites all CPC                                       

members and friends                                                

to take a èmini-touré  of our office,                           

now located off Covenant Hall. 

January 15 ~ following worship! 

TRCNP is hosting a light lunch;                                 

it is our way to say æTHANK YOUç                               

for our rental space in your facility. 

 

 
New Address for Meghan Davis 

Rev. Meghan Davis                                            
516 E. 2nd St. So.                                               
Newton, IA  50208 




